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Secretary of State Warns of Misleading Annual Report Letters from Third Parties

BISMARCK, ND — North Dakota Secretary of State Michael Howe warns businesses and nonprofits to be
aware of misleading letters offering to file annual reports on their behalf. The senders may appear to be
working with the North Dakota Office of the Secretary of State and the letters may look like a bill, ask for
hefty fees, and/or express a sense of urgency. (Example of solicitation letter).

“Our office prides itself on the customer service we provide to North Dakota business owners, big and
small, as well as our nonprofits,” said Secretary Howe. “It’s unfortunate that out-of-state third-party
entities are seeking to manipulate our North Dakota businesses and nonprofits into thinking they need
to pay additional fees to remain in good standing with the State. Filing with the Office of the Secretary of
State is quick and easy to do online, and we are always more than happy to assist and encourage folks to
reach out to us if they need help.”

Businesses and nonprofits are required to file annual reports to keep their registration in good standing.
Annual reports are a simple filing that organizations can complete themselves through the North Dakota
Secretary of State’s online FirstStop Portal. The report requires updating business activities, mailing
address, stakeholders or officers and directors, and for certain filings, information on membership
interests and land ownership or use.

Most annual reports submitted directly to the North Dakota Secretary of State are filed as soon as they
are received. The third-party solicitation letters indicate that it takes considerably longer for them to
submit the filing and the organization must allow multiple weeks for them to submit the annual report
filling.

The annual report deadlines vary throughout the year depending on the business or nonprofit structure,
and the filing fee is $10 for nonprofits, $20 for cooperatives, $25 for corporations, $25 for partnerships
that have an annual report filing requirement, and $50 for limited liability companies (LLCs). Third
parties offering to do filings are charging fees in excess of $90 to file.

Information about filing an annual report can be found in the Business section of the North Dakota
Secretary of State’s website (sos.nd.gov), or you can call their office at (701) 328-2900.

Hit

Media Contact:
Misty Curn, Communications Director
North Dakota Office of the Secretary of State

701-328-5409 | micurn@nd.gov


https://www.sos.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/news/annual-report-solicitation.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.sos.nd.gov%252Fbusiness%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F010101963a509664-ea1afa7a-3e56-4fb5-8b4d-df311a967c11-000000%2Fwxjosqdt80FPwpqji61b4yoP-L61X3r1Dk1UgNWVcnM%3D400&data=05%7C02%7Cmicurn%40nd.gov%7Cda0f820d49ec47cec83608dd7c3be453%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638803319176727386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVjiC24QyQDABBKQ8Mtn7zZPxm2updkgM2W1%2BDBKE1k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.sos.nd.gov%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F010101963a509664-ea1afa7a-3e56-4fb5-8b4d-df311a967c11-000000%2FJmbjQADGGC1hY6h0Rw-51dQZHYFDLf8u2xKXMWxd5CE%3D400&data=05%7C02%7Cmicurn%40nd.gov%7Cda0f820d49ec47cec83608dd7c3be453%7C2dea0464da514a88bae2b3db94bc0c54%7C0%7C0%7C638803319176740845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qz8FjGUiPTptpEzeAK%2FiYZc6TVYciiMaHlmeKCZL6eY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:micurn@nd.gov

